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This document describes Leeds City Council’s proposal to 
provide additional secondary school places in East Leeds 

and explains how you can comment 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

Proposal for a new secondary free school 
in East Leeds from September 2020 
To be established under the free school presumption* 

 

3 October – 3 November 2017 

*The Department for Education’s process all local authorities must follow when proposing a new school 
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School places in Leeds 

The Education Act 1996 places a duty on local authorities to ensure there are 
sufficient school places for all children living in its area. The local authority is also 
required to promote choice and diversity.  

For several years there has been a significant increase in the birth rate across East 
Leeds, resulting in the need for additional primary school places. This increase in 
demand is beginning to impact on secondary schools. New housing developments 
are also planned for the area, including the East Leeds Extension (see appendix 1), 
which is expected to put further pressure on school places in the future.  

The proposal 

The local authority is proposing to establish a new 8 form entry (1,200 place – 240 
pupils per year group) secondary free school for pupils aged 11-16 within the 
boundary of the Fearnville site (see appendix 2). The suggested location is situated 
next to the new proposed Fearnville wellbeing centre being put forward by Leeds 
City Council. It is proposed that the new school would be linked to the new wellbeing 
centre allowing pupils, as well as the local community, to benefit from the use of 
these brand new sports and wellbeing facilities. We are therefore proposing a school 
with a sports, health and wellbeing ethos. Relevant information about the wellbeing 
centre proposal, can be found at active.leeds.gov.uk/fearnvilleleisurecentredevelopment 

The proposed opening date for the school is September 2020 with the school 
gradually filling over a number of years. There is no identified need for new sixth 
form (16-18 year olds) provision in the area.  

A shortage of provision for young people with a Special Educational Need and 
Disability (SEND) has been identified in this area. A Resourced Provision for children 
with Autism Spectrum Condition (ASC) and Moderate Learning Difficulties (MLD) is 
included in this proposal. A dedicated resource base for one to one 
support/development and access to specialist teaching methods is proposed, 
however pupils could access mainstream education as appropriate to their individual 
needs.  
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When making any future changes or establishing new SEND provision, local 
authorities must meet the requirements of the SEN Improvement Test. This includes 
demonstrating to parents, children and young people and stakeholders how any 
proposed changes would improve the range and quality of SEN provision including 
access to wider support services and specialist teaching and that these are in line 
with the local authority’s wider strategic plan for SEN provision and the drive to 
enable mainstream inclusion. The local authority considers that developing 
Resourced Provision on the Fearnville site would support the drive to enable children 
to access mainstream schooling and to provide quality specialist placements within 
a mainstream school for pupils with SEND in an area of the city where demand 
outstrips availability of places. Including the Resourced Provision at Fearnville would 
also offer the potential opportunity for wider social inclusion and enhance 
opportunities for children with additional needs to take part in sport. 

What is a free school 

The Education Act 2011 changed the arrangements for establishing new schools and 
introduced section 6A (the free school presumption) to the Education and 
Inspections Act 2006. Where a local authority identifies there to be a need for a new 
school in its area it must seek proposals to establish an academy (free school). 
Academies and free schools not maintained by the local authority. To enable the 
local authority to open a new (free) school, Department for Education (DfE) 
guidelines state the local authority needs to: 

• secure an academy sponsor to establish a free school; 
• provide the site for the new school; 
• meet the associated capital and pre/post opening costs.  

This document outlines some of the details behind the proposal to enable the public 
to find out more about it. Involvement from the people of Leeds is really important 
in helping to form the plans for this proposed school. So, following this consultation, 
a report will be sent to Executive Board, summarising your views and outlining the 
outcome of the consultation, giving recommendations for the next steps. If the 
outcome is that a new school is required, potential sponsors would be asked to 
submit their proposals. A local authority panel would assess all proposals and make 
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a recommendation to the DfE on the preferred sponsor. Ultimately, the DfE will 
make the final decision on who the approved sponsor will be. 

Proposed location for school and wellbeing centre  

The proposed area being considered for both the school and the wellbeing centre to 
be built is shown within the red line boundary (see appendix 2). It has not been 
established exactly where on the site the new school and wellbeing centre would be 
located, therefore this consultation is asking if you agree with the proposal to 
increase the number of secondary school places in this area using the Fearnville 
site as a location. Future consultations would take place to discuss the site in more 
detail, if this proposal is approved. The detailed design of any new buildings would 
be subject to a statutory planning process. 

Fields in Trust 

As part of the proposed new school and wellbeing centre LCC are proposing to utilise 
a section of the Fearnville playing fields. Although these fields are owned by Leeds 
City Council; in 1925 Leeds City Council applied to what was the National Playing 
Fields Association – now Fields in Trust (FiT) to protect them through a Deeds of 
Dedication. 

Fields in Trust is a national charity set up in 1925 by King George V, to safeguard 
recreational spaces, such as sports pitches from development. For further 
information, please use the following link to the Fields in Trust website: 
www.fieldsintrust.org   

Any proposed change to land that has a Deed of Dedication requires the land owner 
to seek permission from FiT. Part of this process requires consultation with the local 
community, with details of this to be included as part of the application for a change 
request.  

Leeds City Council propose to seek approval from FiT to use a section of the 
protected green space on the Fearnville site to build a school and a wellbeing centre. 
If the proposed school and wellbeing centre are approved, once they are complete, 
the existing leisure centre would be demolished and the land it sat on would be 
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returned back to green space within the protected area. Your views are being 
sought regarding this proposed change. 

Background data & housing 

The birth rate in Leeds has risen significantly over several years resulting in a need 
for more primary school places to meet this extra demand.  Since 2009 Leeds City 
Council has worked with schools to create 1,600 new primary school places across 
Leeds. The local authority has also helped to deliver an extra 200 new specialist 
places for children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) since 
September 2015. The sustained rise in primary pupil numbers is now beginning to 
feed through into secondary schools and action is now needed to ensure there will 
be enough secondary school places as demand steadily increases across the city, 
especially in the east. The chart in appendix 3 shows the number of secondary school 
places allocated over the past six years, showing an increase in demand for school 
places. 

The chart in appendix 3 shows that there is a steady rise in the need for secondary 
school places in the east of the city (orange line). The number of secondary school 
places available in the area (PAN – Published Admission Number) is shown as a blue 
line. From 2018 onwards it is projected that there may be a shortfall between the 
number places available and the number of places required.  

There is a large amount of new housing planned for the east of Leeds over the next 
20 years. This has been considered in the plans for extra school places to ensure we 
meet expected demand from new housing in the area, factoring in how long it may 
take for the houses to be built. Appendix 1 shows a map of the planned housing for 
the area.  

Consultation process  

The whole consultation and decision making process will be completed in four 
stages. This consultation (stage 1) will run for four weeks from 3 October until 3 
November 2017. The purpose of the consultation is to: 

 provide the public and stakeholders with information about the proposal as 
well as providing an opportunity to put forward views regarding the proposal  
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 explain the timeline for establishing a new free school using the Department 
for Education’s (DfE) ‘Free School Presumption’ guidelines 

 give details about how you can share your views on this proposal 

The flow diagram on page 7 sets out each of the key stages in the decision making 
process. 
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Stage Date Key event 

St
ag

e 
1 

3 October 
2017 

Four week consultation with local communities and other key stakeholders. Giving an 
opportunity for all interested parties to learn more about the proposal and submit their 
views/responses and attend information drop-in sessions. 

3 
November 

2017 
Consultation ends at 4pm on 3 November 2017 

December 
2017 

The earliest that a report would be considered by Leeds City Council’s Executive Board 
for them to determine the next steps 

St
ag

e 
2 

January 
2018 

If Executive Board decides that the proposal should progress to the next stage then the 
DfE would be informed of plans to seek proposals for a free school sponsor 

Feb/March 
2018 Six week window for potential sponsors to bid to open and run the new free school 

March 
2018 

A copy of received bids is sent to the DfE.  Leeds City Council assess all bids and invite 
potential sponsors to interview. 

May /June 
2018 

Executive Board informed of outcome of bidding process and details of the preferred 
sponsor for their approval 
 

July 2018 Inform the DfE of the preferred sponsor.  

St
ag

e 
3 From Sept 

2018 
onwards 

Planning, design and construction stage, which would involve further consultation with 
the local community 

St
ag

e 
4 

Sept 2020 The new free school sponsor would confirm with the local authority their admission 
arrangements. New free school opens September 2020. 

Stage 1) Consultation on 
the proposal outlined in this 

document 

Stage 2) Bidding process to 
identify a sponsor  

Stage 3) Design and 
planning 

Stage 4) Admission 
arrangements finalised 

Proposed Timescale 
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Find out more and comment on this proposal 

The local authority is proposing to establish a new 8 form entry (1,200 place – 240 
pupils per year group) secondary free school for pupils aged 11-16, including a 
Resourced Provision for pupils with Autism Spectrum Condition (ASC) and Moderate 
Learning Difficulties (MLD). The proposal is to locate the new free school within the 
boundary of the Fearnville site, next to a new proposed wellbeing centre.  

This consultation is an opportunity for you to have your say about this proposal and 
potentially shape the plans in these early stages.  

If this proposal is approved, the detailed design of any buildings and shared facilities 
would be subject to a statutory planning process. You would also have an 
opportunity to comment on those plans, which would be more detailed at that 
stage. 

There are a number of ways to find out more and make comments on this proposal: 

 Visit Leeds City Council’s website www.leeds.gov.uk/schoolconsultation 
 Visit the WordPress forum – 

www.leedssecondaryschoolplaceplanning.wordpress.com/  
 Come to one of the consultation events in The Activity Room at Fearnville 

Leisure Centre, Oakwood Lane, Leeds, LS8 3LF 

Date Time Date Time 
10th October 3pm – 5pm 24th October 5pm – 8pm 
18th October 9am – 11am 30th October 5pm – 7pm 

 Complete an online survey by 4pm on Tuesday 3 November at 
https://www.snapsurveys.com/wh/s.asp?k=150669152265  

 Submit your comments using the response form attached to this booklet. 
Submit your completed forms: 
- at one of the drop-in events at Fearnville Leisure Centre 
- by email to educ.school.organisation@leeds.gov.uk 
- by post to Sufficiency & Participation, c/o Leeds Town Hall, PO Box 837, Leeds, 

LS1 9PZ.  
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Appendix 1 – Site Allocations Housing Map – East Leeds 
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Appendix 2 – Fearnville Site Map 
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Glossary 
 
Word/terms used in this 
document 

Meaning 

ASC Autism Spectrum Condition 
Executive Board The decision making body of Leeds City 

Council, formed by the Leader of the 
Council and nine other Executive 
Members.  

FE Forms of Entry – the majority of schools 
have 30 pupils per form of entry 

FiT (Fields in Trust) A national charity set up in 1925 by King 
George V, to safeguard recreational 
spaces, such as sports pitches from 
development.  

MLD Moderate Learning Difficulties  
PAN Published Admission Number – The 

number of school places that the 
admission authority must offer in each 
relevant age group of a school for which 
it is the admission authority. 

Resourced Provision (RP) Resourced provisions within mainstream 
schools support children and young 
people with SEND to access the majority 
of their learning and school life in an 
inclusive mainstream environment, 
alongside their peers, whilst also being 
able to access additional resources and 
expertise to support their specific needs.  

Site Allocations Plan (SAP) The Site Allocations Plan is Leeds City 
Council’s plan to identify sites to ensure 
that sufficient land is available for 
housing, employment, retail and 
greenspace from 2012 to 2028 

Stakeholder Someone who has an interest in the 
proposal e.g. parent, member of staff, 
member of local community group, local 
resident 

Wellbeing Centre Leisure, health and social services in one 
location 
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Translation information 
Leeds City Council is committed to equality of access for all sections of the community. If you do 
not speak English and need help in understanding this document, please contact us on 0113 
3785945 or educ.school.organisation@leeds.gov.uk and state the name of your language.  We 
will then be able to contact the relevant interpreter to assist you. 

 
Arabic: 

 
Bengali: 

 
Cantonese: 

 
Farsi: 

 
Hindi: 

 
Punjabi: 

 
Kurdish: 
 

 
 
Tigrinya: 
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Urdu: 
 

 
Czech: 
 
Jestliže nemluvíte anglicky a potřebujete, aby vám někdo pomohl vysvětlit tento 
dokument, prosím zavolejte na níže uvedené číslo a uveďte svůj jazyk. Potom vás 
požádáme, abyste nepokládal(-a) telefon a mezitím zkontaktujeme tlumočníka. 
 
French: 
 
Si vous ne parlez pas anglais et que vous avez besoin d'aide pour comprendre ce 
document, veuillez téléphoner au numéro ci-dessous et indiquez  votre langue. Nous 
vous demanderons d'attendre pendant que nous contactons un(e) interprètre. 
 
Polish: 
 
Jeżeli nie mówią Państwo po angielsku i potrzebują pomocy w zrozumieniu tego 
dokumentu, prosimy zadzwonić pod poniższy numer telefonu. Po podaniu nazwy 
swojego ojczystego języka prosimy poczekać – w tym czasie będziemy kontaktować 
się z tłumaczem. 
 
Slovak: 
 
Ak nehovoríte anglicky a potrebujete, aby vám niekto pomohol vysvetliť tento 
dokument, prosím zavolajte na nižšie uvedené číslo a uveďte svoj jazyk. Potom vás 
požiadame, aby ste nepokladali telefón a medzitým skontaktujeme tlmočníka. 
 
Somali: 
 
Haddii aadan af Ingiriiska ku hadlin una baahan tahay in fahamka dukumentigan 
lagugu caawino, fadlan soo wac lambarka teleefoonka hoose oo magaca sheeg 
luqaddaadag.  Ka dib baan kugu oran doonaa sug inta aan turjumaan la xiriireyno. 
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RESPONSE FORM 

Proposal to establish a new secondary free school 
in East Leeds from September 2020 

When you have completed this form you can: 

 Hand it in during one of the drop-in events at Fearnville Leisure Centre  
 Email it to educ.school.organisation@leeds.gov.uk or  
 Send it to Sufficiency & Participation, c/o Leeds Town Hall, PO Box 837, Leeds , LS1 9PZ 

If you wish to find out more about the wellbeing centre proposal please visit 
active.leeds.gov.uk/fearnvilleleisurecentredevelopment  

RESPONSE FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY 3 NOVEMBER 2017 AT 4pm. 

 

1. Do you agree with the proposal to establish a new secondary free school (pupils aged 11-
16) on the Fearnville site in East Leeds from September 2020?  

  Yes I agree  

  No I don’t agree 
 
2. Do you agree with the proposal to establish a new SEND Resourced Provision for pupils 

with ASC and MLD within the new proposed secondary free school? 

  Yes I agree 

  No I don’t agree 
 
3. Do you agree with the proposal to change the use of part of the Fearnville playing fields to 

accommodate a school adjacent to the proposed wellbeing centre? 

  Yes I agree 

  No I don’t agree 
Please provide comments below to support your response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(please use a separate sheet if needed) 
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Was the information given to you in this consultation useful?                  
 

       Yes it was useful                                                      No it was not useful  
If there are any improvements that you think could be made to the consultation process please 
use this space to detail them, to ensure that improvements can be made to any future 
consultations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please tell us who you are:  

 
Parent of a child at a nursery /primary / secondary school  
(Please delete as appropriate) 

 Pupil  Teacher  

 Potential sponsor  Governor 

 Councillor (Elected Member)  Local resident 

 Other (please specify) 
 

All responses will be taken into account when the decision on whether to proceed is made, but 
due to the volume of responses specific queries cannot be addressed.  However, if you would like 
your response to be acknowledged, please provide your contact details: 

Name 
 

Address 
 
 

e-mail 
 

Data Protection Act 1998 
Under the terms of the Data Protection Act 1998 we must inform you of the following: 
Leeds City Council is seeking your views to help inform the decision on this proposal. Your personal 
information will be used only for this purpose, and may be shared with other agencies who are 
involved in the consultation, however only to address any issues you raise. If you do not wish to 
provide personal details your views will still be considered, but we will not be able to acknowledge 
your response personally. 

 


